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ABSTRACT : •/ V" " x \ ; 

. Critics of the community college are justified In 

challengina unsubstantiated statements about the institution by 
college spokespersons or * in' public relations released disguised as 
institutional analyses. During the 1960 f s f for example, increasing 
enrollments were often cited t as evidence of public support for 
community colleges--without reference to the social and demographic 
factors that caused' the^ enrollment boom* similarly, claims that A 
community colleges <lo a" better job of teaching than research-oriented 
universities are nqt substantiated by evidence of actual student ° 
/learning, Critics should not, however, confuse institutional 
intentions with actual outcomes by asserting, that t because community 
colleges t have not eliminated the social class structure, they are 
part of I; conspiracy to maintain it* Indeed, the community colleges 

education, with a means^of accommodating the 
educational access that emerged la the I960 f s 
the quality of the universities. The : two-year : * 
college provided access to students who could not otherwise 
participate' in higher education* assured a mechanism of social 
mobility, and helped the' country avoid the problems faced by European 
nations who have no alternative means of dealing yith studeiyts who* 
are not admitted by universities.* While the critic should expose 
rhetorical aberrations 1 , s/he should do so to protect the real virtues 
of the "community college* (JP) 



have provided higher 
increased demand for 
without 'compromising 
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• , George 'Vaughan is\an unusual comity college W dent, 'whereas mpstpre^ 
rf; dents are- co^d^l^bout maika In fng their ^institutions , n^riesi / AH 
-^a^outthecoriegesove 

errtitleci-Questionfng the College Role," brought together the allegations made. /' 
>V, by those who have 'crr#ie| commUhf ty 'co^ leges 1 social 'role, / \ V ' ' ■"■ \ : \\- : ' 

|%Alexander Astin both are on our faculty. They^and T too, have" addressed the ' V 
P Vtiition •but,;. as { McLuhan said. "If you want to under^^ 

l&h^ fish." We ; have ...a- perspective differen^from those who^ work, within the "^V 
|||^ just different.. Along'witH George, we look 

A at the Institutions as a group. And we have" reason to challenge the assertions: ■ 

V ^sslon'is to obtain support ^for the institutions. ■ > 4"^- t .;l 

at :i the\ shortsightedness of 
the,i%ituti^ growth 

was the sine qua nqn, that the community colleges were the best, thing that had ' .' 
ever happened ; ^o American education. "We ean v prove that," they said. "Look at. 

;| the 9^ 

the World; War II b.irth rate that had led to a substantial increase in the 
^ 0r l^ ^P«^ti^ \^^arfHblds 1n tHe 1966s, they al so play^l down the: fact • 

■ /^more ^ peoti^nt^to go to school than had so chosen in earlier decades. 

, ;T^ cpnniunit/ bbliege S/ happened 'to be. convenient, abqessible Institutions for « ■ ; 
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this great cohort , of college seekers*- Btit the advocates chose to interpret 
.--V v:growth as^mea^dhg \tba^ <thi>Npommuni ty colleges had discovered, on re levari t* 
• education and established ^ monopoly omit^ , >-< • • * •• -•„ " 4 - i > 



ft 



AA\ \ Ano^e that many of the. commMnity college .leaders 

' > A ' \ -V- A"' ' ;': •' \ ' : - ; , r A . . . ,'' O T 

toere^f or^ uni vers 1 ti es; - They ;were sayi ngV "We teachl f ■■■■ ' 

•-' \ ' \ \ v : . j A\v A\ ^v'A^ A A*' A * v ^A-! v ::;' \.\-!- ' . ■. '• 
better because ;our instructors spend mb re time in the* classroom s and\are not 

responsi bl e\f or research or,; schbl^rsHip V An exami nation ^ . 

points to ,its being a fallacy in 1 ogic v sirai lar, to the one that says that a cow 

is a^mlin because it is not a horse. Teaching is aot necessarily better because ' 

v * . ' '':>.^- '-\\S: - : - ••■ ; --'-,^- v -> 

' the teachers are not also, productive s^hdlars. In a^^aejhing institution the , 

-A" r' - ] i • ' .v".. - • \\ V : ' . ' t * t f ;" • 

people are supposed ^ learn something. By definition "teaching effects learning, 

• : -' : ''y'.'y' '•' ^ — /. . ;, r A- -"i ^:-'.{. - ' M Xv.^" , : \ : n s • ■-. ■ \ , 

But evidence of learning'attained was rarely brought forward ! : -v 

The cormiuhity college is a pu b 1 i c i n s t i tyti pri» support fed by the publio^ 

•• • •■• • " • . : • ■ ' y ' V \ \ - " ' . ■> ' \ 

dependent on relations wjth the public. Its supporters must feeV that it is 

. , .-. .. ■ . • . \ • • ]..•; \-- . v : - • . - , ■ • -N,,-.: 

doing good works. Any social agency must maintain an :i^a^e-of providing a AVI 

public good* No quarrel with that. But aif*unremittingv stream qf releases from y»% 

public relations offices presented in the .guise of . institutional analysis is .}\ 

difficult t s o accept. ; ■ , . -AX; -A' .. : . ; ' ; ^-A- •vl^AX 

I have been called a critic of the conimunitiy pi leges, a term that I: 

gladly accept if the people using it unde<|$tarfd that act of criiicism is the 

• • ■ ■ • • . ■; • ' - :-\ : . * . : t^A^ /, \; - 

act of defining, of viewing with a sharper eye, of effecting new images: Criti- 
cism is the art of seeking* better questions. It is the ant of converting 



% 



statements of fact iuch as 5 "We teach better than do the university faculty " 
because we ^donit do research »" into sucK questions as, n How\ so?" H Do students 
not le^rn in universities? 11 I "Where' is the evidence of student learning in 
community col 16^65?" It is .the act of saying that such a negations: -are not 
legitimate ways of; exam^imn^ the teaching role of the comnuni^ty" collfges. \" :, \ : 
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■ \ • — . , v- v -..--3. \ V "v.: • v v V" :• . "> ,: • ■ 

.V; • v : 5 -The critic ha^ ^ ^sponsibi 1 ^^^^^43^^ £l ^.^^r'rriifti >f n g^^ljS * WHa -t;- is being *• 

Vcriticized. Do w fi xritjc^ or. do; 

vile crl tic'iie 'institutional '>r0a11tyt'^' :, -If<-W^^^^^2e the rhetoric we must be •/ 

sure that we announce that is what we are doi ng • vl A>w€h:attempt to cr i t i ci zeV theV 

realty we ;itre cast in the pbst^re of researchers, finding (but just what is going 

on if* the institutions, looking behind the rhetoric to perceive the institutions 1 

true fiihcttons ,\ vAl though I began my career as a critic by analyzing the rhetoric,, 

more recently L have become' a researcher analyzing institutional Intentions and 

effects. vThat alone is important because there are differenqes in what the 

insti tutiori is trying; to dp and what It actually does; Some of the other - 

I " V ■■■■ ' : -■' : . ■ . ; r ■ • .;. . -•: • \ ; 

/critics have\ confused intentions and outcomes* They say that because the commu- • 

hi ty' col leges\have not assisted in overturning the social class structure of fc 

America (a,s though any institution* in itself ^lould effect a classless society), 

they are part of conspiracy designed -to^maintain it. 

The community colleges did some useful things in the 1960s. They; . . 

popularized college Agoing and made it possible for many people who would not > 

have otherwise parti crpate4 in hrg her education to begin their college careers. 

They also saved the universities from Shaving* to convert themselyes into something 

.other than What they were.\ , The univer|ities would have had to expand dramatical ly 

/ 'to take the influx of students Who were clamoring for admission; They could hot 

. have done so without compromising what fun iversi ties do best* The community ; 

col leges -protected "» them t?y serving 4 as the overflow instituti^i. In a more 

• dramatic but less far reaching outcome they "saved th& un^ver^ity from being 

X , burned^ down during tlie student upheavals when the people who demanded access to 

, selective admissions institutions coold pe told accurately, "We are not denying 

^ "access to you. Go to the community ^olllge first and, If you make 'a creditable s 



iVecord, then you can come to the u/iiversijty. " Gordon Sprotil , president of tWP 
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»v ->x -x : l - ■ .-. ■ v / : x . x: - . ;-x ^ -; r ^ ; 

- • X- : " . ••'XX" • x / ■ 1 : ^ -v x 

. , Ur^Vers i % ijf • ; Cal ; i f orni a 1n;the\l930s s had anticipated the demand for access and 



V ,he Was of the community colleges. \ >: 

: y i i ; 'Some critics ; have mistakenly said that 'because the community col leges ' / 
; ^r^ At, the bottpin of the higher education hierarchy,: because they, recei vev lower' 
S^uhding^han the> universities , because the people from^the lower irib^e: groups 
/ ^ who • go to the; commun i ty jcol 1 eges • hav? less money spent on their education, -A this t> 
existence of a conspiracy to keep the lower income groups in their place has fX 
been proved; attempt to; explain to some of my colleagues thajt X 

for most students the choice is not between Los Angeles City College and Stanford, 
between Triton Col 1 ege an University of Chicago, For most of thie students, 

who attend the .communi ty col 1 eges the choioe is between there and nothing. They 
are not being chanej 1 ed i^to the community colleges as a way of keeping them out 
of Harvard and Berkeley ; IT they do not go to the commuhity col leges , they go 
nowhere. Sq far I have^ade some modest progress in helping some of ^ my fellow \. 
critics understand that simple fact. / X ^ X X ^ ^ 

George mentioned that Burtbn Clark wrote a piece entitled* "The Cooling- 
Out Function Revisited, u ^fhr his \issue of New :Bi recti on s"I I want to amplify his 
remarks by "saying that i| you don r t re^d anything el seXIn George L s volume, read 
Clark's piece. Clark simply states that if community colleges did not sort 
.students, shunting them to various trades, educational opportunities, and alter- 
native pursuits,, some other agency would have to do it. He studied higher educa- 
tion in Europe and perceived the problems in educational systems, that did not 
have a community college type institution to perform that cooling-out role* Italy 
and Germany particularly have had dreadful problems in providing alternatives to 
people who want access to the universities but who cannot be admitted because of 
• lack of space or because the universities do not have the programs to suit them. 
* ^ , ( I have examined the comunity col leges 1 role in cooling-out people and 



^ have Argued vthe posit ion ^as oil bwsV Twdnty year? ago around 4 mill ion children 
; en teredo tl^^flrst gr^ade and : this year we wil 1 award about 40*000 doctoral /degrees. 
Something ^had, to happen to/the more than 3.9 million first graders who 'did not 
receive doctoral degrees. / Somewhere along the way they had to drop off the formal, " 
educational/ system. We dft not need 4 million Ph.D. s in this country. We are not 

sure what we will do with 40,000. Some Institution must perform the rdle of 

." = • ; • f, j ' . . \ • =' * . ....... 

Sorting the people who will not stay on the Ph. D, track. Put another way, the 

people drop put all algng. the way and in this generation, the years between 

grades 12 and 14 are the place where the highest number of them do so. ' '\ , 

■ :i - As for the conspiracy theory 5 the Idea that the community cgl lege is an 

element in a conscious effort to maintain the socihl class structure in* America,, . 
that argument can be refuted rather quickly by the realization that -social class 

/ is a zero sum game, If there Ss an upper class, a middle class, and a lower 
class, then by definition, when one person moves up, someone else must move down. 
The critics who argue that the communi ty , col lege is part of a conspiracy seem to 
neglect the fact that the colleges „ have made it possible for individuals to move 
between social classes even though they do not have the power nor the will to 
overthrow the social structure of the nation. ' : \" ' 

Taken broadly the community colleges: have benefite'd from the peculiarly 
American belief that people carf not be legitimately ill . or healthy, Intelligent * 
or ignorant, or even religiously observant unless sme institution has sanctioned 
that aspect of their being. The colleges have thrived on the belief that it is . 
not possible for people to educate themselves. The United States Rvalues creden- 
tials issued by educational structures. Some institution must sayH-hat an indi- 
vidual has been educated before an employer believes it. As long as that is 

true, the'coinnunity. colleges will have an important rple *io play, \ ■ 

* * ■ t . ••' ' • ' ••• - . . . ' V- " 

The community colleges represent one structure in the total fabric of 

- . ■. ■ .- 1 

American education. One of their main functions is to serve as the lungs Of the 



higher education system; allowing people to enter and exit almost at will. ; The 
colleges expand or contract as necessary to accommodate more or fewer students. 
As long as they can do so flexibly while maintaining their own integrity as 
educational structures they will thrive. Their leaders must realize that the 
ability to contract is no less valuable than the ability to expand. The insti- 
tution with a leadership that understands the' importance of shrinkage in certain 
areas/is one with integrity. Unlimited growth is not a virtue; the* concept of >: . 
marketing is an aberration. The critic's; function is to point up these anomalies 
all with the intention of protecting the virtue of the, institution to which he 
is comnitted. •'/ ' * - . 
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